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were they ? London, Paris, New York, Berlin, apparently. He was not so sure about the order of importance. Hadn't New York's population surpassed that of Paris ?
An enormous streamer headline : " Bulgaria proclaimed her independence yesterday" " So that's the big news of the day. I must read all that kter on, line by line. Let's see what else there is."
" Our Navy. Interview with M. Thomson." Jerphanion tried to remember the list of Cabinet ministers : Premier, Clemenceau. Briand, Justice. Caillaux, Finance. Doumergue, Public Instruction. Pichon, Foreign Affairs. And Thomson, so it seemed, Minister of Marine. For the moment, the others escaped him.
What was he to think of this Ministry ? It had the air of belonging to the Left. It was an heir, now a remote one, of the Dreyfus affair. In some respects it was a continuation of the Bloc. In others it was a reaction against Combism. It was trying, with the least possible disturbance, to settle the religious question: separation of Church and State, the Orders, etc. ... It was going to establish the income-tax -one of the leading ideas of the present regime. It looked after the Army, and the Navy, apparently, too. It reassured patriotic people. It combated revolutionary syndicalism and antimilitarism. It was no friend of the Socialists.
Clemenceau ? A picturesque personality, impulsive, always striving for effect. Ambitious, dissatisfied, with something of the failure in his composition. A bit of an adventurer; a bit of a boulevardier. A famous journalist whom nobody read. An abominable writer whose style everybody praised. (Jerphanion had a horror of what little he knew of his pretentious, philosophising, swollen prose.) On the other hand, a kind of genius in action; an exciting, vivid, cavalier way of governing. He was some compensation for all those ceremonious, funereal people - Brisson and the rest of them.
Briand ? A man rather too clever, a bit of an enigma, but a likeable fellow. Caillaux? A very strong man, so they said, but cold, proud, eccentric..,.